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Kossa’s as a refugee child, and can still recall the 
respect and admiration I had for them. 

I think it is telling that Ms. Kovacs uses her 
maiden name for her memoirs affirming her 
heritage in a new world. Her book is more for the 
student of human nature, more a testimony of its 
nobility, of its intellectual and moral strength than 
a professional document. Librarians come from 
all walks of life. Many of us get to like it and 
become good at it, in spite of circumstances. Helen 
Kovacs made the most of it. Her book is a little 
chapter in the history of American librarianship. 

Theresa Taborsky 
Assistant Director, 
Medical Sciences Library 
University of Utah 

Salt Lake City, UT 


To the Editor: 

I'm enjoying reading the JAL, especially the 
“Guide to New Books and Book Reviews.” May I 
make one small suggestion. In the September issue 
you list the Robert Broadus volume, Selecting 
Materials for Libraries. This type of book belongs 
tack in the Collection Development section, not 
the Acquisitions section, in my opinion. 

While this is a rather small issue, separating 
these two areas will help others in the library 
profession distinguish between these two rather 
tivided (at least in many libraries) functions. 

William Z. Schenck 

Senior Acquisitions Librarian 
Yale University Library 

New Haven, CN 


We pigeonholded Broadus twice in Acquisitions. 
If it is reviewed again, we will follow your advice. 
Thanks. Ed. 


To the Editor: 

After reading your editorial on Sangamon State 
University I felt some hope that the article to 
follow would reveal all you seemed to think it 
vould. My enthusiasm, relative as it was, did not 
ast long into the article and died toward the end. 
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First, the report was made by the man who had 
most to gain by reporting the success of the 


project; its initiator. Probably no head of any © 


project should write a report on it unless it isina 
rigorously scientific field with very exact lan- 
guage. There probably are not such fields, but if 
there are, library science is not one of them. The 
vague language of Howard Dillon’s report attests 
to that. It is all but impossible to tell what 
happened at Sangamon and impossible indeed to 
judge whether it was successful or not. 

The librarians teach people how to use the 
library — how? who knows? Clerks are depart- 
ment heads occasionally advised by librarians who 
are, nevertheless, only consultants who do not 
stand between the clerical department heads and 
the director. The director is advised by huge 
committees which have no authority. The setup, in 
short, is almost ideal for a dictatorship. Clerks 
start out at least two down and seldom have any 
chance of getting higher than one down on most 
librarians, to say nothing of the director, who 
starts out at least two up. Eliminating the possibi- 
lity of authoritative interference from other libra- 
rians (i.e., strong department heads) seems a 
crude, but probably effective way of staying in 
some control. If one adds the huge advisory 
committees to that (don’t we all know by now that 
the best ways to kill council power are: 1. Make it 
advisory 2. Stuff it — put everybody on so that all 
voices will be heard but none will prevail?) the 
situation for ruling alone is just about ideal. It 
takes a lot of meetings and talking, but no one else 
knows enough about anything to seriously chal- 
lenge one. 

Howard Dillon, who I knew pretty well some 
years ago, probably remains the delightful fellow 
he was and may well refuse to wield the power that 
is inherent in the situation. But I notice that he has 
already taken a job elsewhere and the university 
may well be hard pressed to find another director 
who can resist. I would recommend that anyone 
impressed with the success of the Sangamon 
experiment read the article again and note how 
vague it is, how much is glossed over or mumbled 


through. What does, “Third, the recruitment and 
evaluation of library faculty shifted from one 
primarily based on internal criteria relating to the 
perceived needs of the professional and support 
staff to a balanced set of criteria which also 
emphasized the individual's role vis-a-vis faculty 
colieagues and students” mean? anything, or al- 
most anything? It sounds to me like a trendy, 
cloudy way of avoiding saying what happened and 
how it affected anyone. Indeed, the whole article is 
nebulous and seems little more than a limning in of 
how they more or less got by in a typical instant 
university atmosphere where the desire to do 
something new and special lives most uncomfor- 
tably with the need to establish order. I would like 
to see a report on what happened at Sangamon 
from some impartial outsiders, preferably a mix of 
librarians and administrators with the balance 
toward the librarians. 

Roger Horn 

Clarion State College 

Clarion, PA 


Editor’s correction: 

Martha Boaz (“Academic Libraries: Some 
Issues—No Answers,” JA L, Sept. 1975, pp. 15-18) 
has asked us to note that on the first page of her 
article there is an editor-inserted ellipsis at the end 
end of point number eight of the ACRL resolution 
on faculty status. The associate editor inserted 
the ellipsis to indicate that additional points 
(number nine and following) made by the cited 
author (Virgil Massman) existed; the intention 
was not to indicate that point number eight was 
incomplete. We regret any misunderstanding this 
may have caused our readers. 

We also call attention to line 36, third column, 
page 16 of the same article, in which the participial 
ending was omitted through a typographical 
error. The sentence should have read: “One may 
believe in using collective bargaining through 
organized unions;” etc. We hope the intended 
meaning was not obscured by the typo and that 
our readers were not misled. 
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